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GENERAL NOTES 
 
1. All work shall meet the latest version of all applicable Howard County standards 

and specifications.  Work shall also meet all applicable requirements of the Manual 
of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

2. Base information was developed from GIS data provided by the County.  The 
Contractor shall verify all dimensions in the field prior to installing proposed work.  
When these plans are in conflict with actual site conditions, proposed work may be 
adjusted as directed by the Engineer.  Costs are incidental to the appropriate pay 
items. 

3. All sign panels shown are new unless otherwise noted. 
4. All signs shall be high intensity sheeting meeting the requirements of AASHTO 

M268. 
5. All M-series signs (e.g. M5-1, M6-2 etc.) shall be white arrows on green sign panel. 
6. Proposed signs shall be mounted so that no portion of the sign panel overhangs 

adjacent roadway pavement, i.e. shall not hang in front of a face of curb. 
7. Lateral clearance between proposed sign posts and edge of adjacent roadway shall 

be in accordance with Howard County standards and specifications. If located in or 
adjacent to sidewalks, a 32” minimum clear and 48” preferred passing space on 
existing and proposed sidewalks shall be maintained.   

8. All signs shall have a minimum vertical clearance of 7 feet from the ground to the 
bottom of the sign.  If the Contractor cannot meet the 7-foot clearance on an 
existing sign post, the Contractor shall extend the sign post and install both 
proposed and existing signs in order to meet the vertical clearance.  All signs that 
are installed on existing traffic structures such as signal pole, light poles, etc. shall 
have the 7-foot minimum clearance from the ground to the bottom of the sign panel.  
If at any point the Contractor cannot meet the vertical clearance required, the 
Contractor shall cease work and contact the Engineer for further instructions.  

9. See the “Sign Assembly” plan sheets for mounting above or below existing signs. 
10. Proposed sign panels shall be mounted so they are visible by a bicyclist in their 

expected location a minimum of 80 feet. Contractor shall bring any needed 
vegetation trimming to the attention of the Engineer. 

11. Proposed signs at new locations shall be installed so they do not block the visibility 
of any existing signs or signals.  

12. Proposed signs and posts shall be clear of existing fire hydrants, surface utility, and 
overhead utility equipment a minimum of 10 feet. 

13. For new post installation, the Contractor shall verify that there are no conflicting 
underground or overhead utilities. 

14. U-channel or square steel sign post installation, sign panel mounting and hardware 
shall be in accordance with Howard County standards and specifications. Signs 
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shall be mounted on proposed u-channel posts or square steel metal posts unless 
otherwise noted in the plans. 

15. All signs shall be securely fastened so as to hold the sign in a permanent position 
and resist movement by the wind or displacement by vandals. 

16. The Contractor shall submit proofs/shop drawings of the proposed sign content to 
the Engineer for approval prior to fabrication and installation 

17. Signs mounted to existing light, signal or utility poles shall be fastened with a 
manufactured steel banding system.  Poles shall not be drilled directly.  The 
Contractor shall submit manufacturer information on the banding system to the 
Engineer for approval prior to installation.   

18. If sign installation is shown on a pole that is not owned by the County, written 
permission must be obtained from the owner (utility company or property owner). 
The Contractor is responsible for obtaining required permission. 

19. At the direction and approval of the Engineer, sign panels to be mounted on new 
posts may be mounted on appropriate existing posts if available. 

20. Existing signs (panels, hardware and/or posts) that are called for to be removed 
and not reused shall be disposed of.  

21. Definitions for the terms in the “Sign Assembly” plan sheets: “Other Assemblies on 
Pole” section and “If Existing Pole” section are as follows: 

 Back to Back – Mount proposed sign panels facing opposite directions on 
and on opposite sides of the same post or pole. 

 Above – Mount sign panels above an existing sign. 
 Below – Mount sign panels below an existing sign. 
 Perpendicular to – Mount proposed sign on square post to be 90º to existing 

or proposed sign noted 
1. Higher on Pole – Denotes the location on the post to place the 

proposed sign compared to the sign panel it is to be perpendicular to.  
e.g. if Panel #1 is marked to face east and also marked “Perpendicular 
to #2” / “Higher on Pole” – Panel #1 will face east and be placed higher 
on the post than Panel #2, which will face north or south. 

2. Lower on Pole - Denotes the location on the post to place the 
proposed sign compared to the sign panel it is to be perpendicular to. 
e.g. if Panel #1 is marked to face east and also marked “Perpendicular 
to #2”  / “Lower on Pole” – Panel #1 will face east and be placed lower 
on the post than Panel #2, which will face north or south. 

 
22. All sign locations shown on the plans are schematic and may not reflect actual field 

locations.  The Contractor shall verify each location prior to installing a sign.  If at 
any point the Contractor finds a conflict, the Contractor shall contact the Engineer 
prior to installing the proposed sign. 

23. The Contractor shall verify all dimensions in the field prior to installing signing.  
Additional adjustments of existing signs beyond those called for in these plans may 
be necessary.  Additional adjustments will be made as directed by the Engineer. 
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